
 

Committee: Children’s Services Scrutiny Committee 

Date: 12 November 2012 

Title of Report: Educational Attainment 2011/12 

By: Director of Children’s Services 

Purpose of Report: 

 
To provide Scrutiny Committee members with an initial analysis of 2011-12 
outcomes in East Sussex schools, settings and colleges 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
The Panel is recommended to consider and comment on the initial analysis of 2012 standards in East 
Sussex schools, settings and colleges 

1. Financial Appraisal 

1.1 There are no direct financial implications for East Sussex County Council arising from the 
recommendations in this report. 

2. Supporting information  

2.1 It is important to note that data presented for key stages 2, 4 and 5 in this report is provisional and will 
not be validated until March 2013.  Early Years and key stage 1 data is validated. 

 Early Years Foundation Stage (0 - 5 year olds) 

2.2 The percentage of pupils achieving a good level of development1 across the EYFS profile increased by 
5% to 57% (appendix 1) this performance is 7% below the national outcome, which was 64%. 

2.3 The achievement gap between the average of the lowest 20% and the median performance of the whole 
cohort narrowed by 1.6% from 31.4% in 2010-11 to 29.8% this year.  This is narrower than the national gap for 
2012 which is 30.1% (appendix 1a). 

 Key Stage 1 (5 - 7 year olds) 

2.4 The percentage of pupils achieving Level 2+ in reading improved by 1% to 85%, 2% below the national 
result, which improved by 2% to 87%. The percentage of pupils achieving Level 2+ in writing improved by 1% 
to 80%, 3% below the national result which improved by 2% to 81%.The percentage of pupils achieving Level 
2+ in mathematics remained at 90%, which is 1% below the national result which improved by 1% to 91%. 
(appendix 2).  

2.5 The percentage of year 1 pupils meeting the required standard in the newly introduced Phonics 
Screening Check was 51%, 7% below the national result. East Sussex is ranked 11 out of 11 of its statistical 
neighbours for this measure and 3 out of 4 of its geographical neighbours (appendix 2a). 

2.6 The Standards and Learning Effectiveness Service (SLES) continues to provide support to improve KS1 
outcomes in individual schools and across alliances of schools.  Underperforming schools have been identified 
and support plans are in place to secure improved outcomes for their pupils. 

 Key Stage 2 (7 - 11 year olds) 

2.7 The percentage of pupils in East Sussex who attained Level 4+ in English and mathematics combined 
improved by 5.1% to 77.1%. This is 2.9% below the national figure (80%), compared to 2% below last year 
(appendix 3). 

2.8 The performance of schools directly supported by SLES has improved by 10% against this indicator 
from 2011 to 2012, which is 5% higher than the improvement rate in all East Sussex maintained schools 
(appendix 3a). In 2011-12 41 primary schools were identified as requiring additional support from the service. 
All of these schools received termly ‘support and challenge’ visits from an effectiveness manager and were 
required to write development plans identifying their support requirements. This consultancy is currently 
subsidised (50%) by the LA and includes: coaching to strengthen subject leadership; quality assurance of 

                                                 

 
 

1 See Appendix 1 for definition 
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teaching and learning; in-class coaching and development for teachers and moderation of teacher assessment. 
Underperforming schools, identified through analysis of 2012 outcomes, will receive similar support this year. 

 Key Stage 4 (11 - 16 year olds) 

2.9 The provisional East Sussex figure for 5 A*-C GCSE grades including English and mathematics 
decreased by 0.9% to 57.5%. This outcome is 0.8% below the preliminary national figure of 58.4 %. However, 
ten schools returned their best ever results (appendix 4).  

2.10 The decline in performance for this measure is attributed to a fall in English GCSE outcomes (appendix 
4a). English results have declined nationally by 4%, and by 6% in East Sussex. Factors contributing to this 
decline have been identified through an analysis of schools’ outcomes and include: 

 Choice of Examination Board 
Changes to the English GCSE grade boundaries have caused issues in all exam boards. However, 
one board in particular seems to have been problematic. Results in nine out of ten schools which 
chose the AQA exam board have declined. 

 Single or double English GCSE entries  
Pupils entered for the English only examination (single entry) have performed disproportionately 
badly in comparison to those entered for English Literature and Language (dual entry). For 
example, in one school, just 2% of English only pupils achieved A*-C compared to 71% of dual 
entry pupils.  

 Early examination entries 
The A*-C grade boundary was lower in January than in the June examination period. In schools 
which ‘banked’ assessments in January, more students were able to benefit from the lower 
threshold for a C grade. Approximately 70% of schools reported being adversely affected by this 
change. 

2.11 Last year subsidised support for schools identified as underperforming at key stage 4 included support 
for leadership in the core subjects; in-class coaching and development of teachers and targeting of students at 
risk of not achieving expected outcomes. Similar support will be available for schools identified as 
underperforming this year. 

 Key Stage 5 (16 - 18year olds) 

2.12 In East Sussex the percentage of all students (in schools and colleges) gaining A Level (or equivalent) 
passes has fallen slightly compared to 2010-11.  One or more passes: from100% to 99.8%; two or more: from 
88.7% to 86.6% and three or more: from73.3% to 72.9%.  Nationally only the figure for two or more passes 
(2011-12) is currently available: 91.1% students achieved this compared to 93.6% in 2010/11. The outcome for 
two or more A levels (or equivalent) in East Sussex is 3.5% below this preliminary national figure (appendix 5).  

2.13 East Sussex has seen a fall in the average point score (APS) per student from 647.3 to 631.3 and APS 
by exam entry from 210.6 to 205.1 in 2011/2012 compared to 2010/11. This reflects national outcomes, where 
the APS per student has fallen from 728.3 to 698.8 and APS per entry from 213.1 to 208.3 (appendix 5a).  

2.14 This year a new style of reporting of equivalent qualifications has been agreed with providers in order to 
provide greater context to results reported in the national performance tables and reflect the wide range of 
provision on offer in our schools and colleges. For example, 39% of all students achieved a BTEC National 
Certificate and Subsidiary Diploma (equivalent to 1 A level) (appendix 5b). 

2.15 It is important to note that a significant proportion of key stage 5 outcomes are yet to be reported and 
this may impact on overall outcomes for 2012.  

3. Conclusion and Reason for Recommendation 

3.1 The Committee is asked to note the provisional analysis for East Sussex end of Key Stage attainment 
whilst recommending that final judgements wait for the release of detailed pupil results to the local authority and 
the publication of national figures from the DFE for 2012. 

MATT DUNKLEY,  
Director of Children’s Services 

Contact Officer: Fiona Wright, Assistant Director (Schools, Youth & Inclusion Support) 
Telephone number: 01273 481231 

Local Members: All 
Background Documents   None 
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Appendix 1

Percentage of children achieving a good level of development¹

Foundation Stage Profile - England 2010 to 2012

2012 2011 2010

East Sussex 57 52 56 ↑

Devon 68 53 52 ↑

Dorset 75 67 67 ↑

Essex 60 52 50 ↑

Gloucestershire 64 59 60 ↑

Kent 72 65 61 ↑

North Somerset 71 64 62 ↑

Shropshire 68 65 62 ↑

Suffolk 61 52 50 ↑

West Sussex 62 58 56 ↑

Worcestershire 64 61 56 ↑

Geographical Neighbours
Brighton and Hove 67 64 63 ↑

Hampshire 64 58 54 ↑

Surrey 70 66 64 ↑

ENGLAND 64 59 56 ↑

Sources: DfE Statistical First Releases 17th October 2012, 11th November 2011 and 12th October 2010

↑

↓

↔

NI72

Local Authority area % achieving a good level of development 1

¹ To be classified as achieving a good level of development children must achieve a score of 6 or more across 
each of the 7 Personal, Social & Emotional Development (PSED) and Communitcation Language & Literacy (CLL) 
assessment scales and 78 points or more in total.

Indicates a higher percentage of pupils achieved a good level of development in 
2012 than in 2011

Indicates a lower percentage of pupils achieved a good level of development in 
2012 than in 2011

Indicates the same percentage of pupils achieved a good level of development 
in 2012 than in 2011
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Appendix 1a

Foundation Stage Profile - England 2010 to 2012

Local Authority area
achievement 

gap 2012
achievement 

gap 2011
achievement 

gap 2010

East Sussex 29.8 31.4 31.9 ↓

Devon 27.9 31.1 33.1 ↓
Dorset 25.8 27.1 27.7 ↓
Essex 30.4 31.7 32.1 ↓
Gloucestershire 29.5 31.2 31.0 ↓
Kent 24.8 25.5 27.6 ↓
North Somerset 27.5 28.8 32.3 ↓
Shropshire 27.3 29.3 28.6 ↓
Suffolk 29.7 33.8 33.6 ↓
West Sussex 28.4 30.5 31.4 ↓
Worcestershire 30.6 31.4 31.3 ↓

Geographical Neighbours
Brighton and Hove 27.6 27.9 27.7 ↓
Hampshire 26.6 29.0 29.7 ↓
Surrey 27.6 28.5 30.1 ↓

ENGLAND 30.1 31.4 32.7 ↓

¹ The percentage gap in achievement between the mean score of the lowest 20% of achieving
children in a local authority, and the score of the median child in the same authority
expressed as a percentage of the median score

Sources: DfE Statistical First Releases 17th October 2012, 11th November 2011 

and 12th October 2010

↑ Indicates the achievement gap was greater in 2012 than in 2011

↓ Indicates the achievement gap was smaller in 2012 than in 2011

NI92

Achievement gap¹ between lowest 20% of achieving children and the median child.
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Appendix 3a

% pupils attaining Level 4 or above

DfE School Name
2011-

12 Yr 6 
Cohort

2011 2012
Rate of 

Improvement

3327 All Saints And St Richards CE Primary School 12 75.0 66.7 -8.3
3351 All Saints Church of England Junior School 60 60.0 66.7 6.7
3006 All Saints Church Of England Primary School, Bexhill 30 64.3 70.0 5.7
3345 Annecy Catholic Primary School 14 59.4 57.1 -2.3
3042 Bonners Church of England Primary School 15 57.1 93.3 36.2
2152 Castledown Community Primary and Nursery School 48 72.5 79.2 6.7
2056 Chiddingly Primary School 7 100.0 71.4 -28.6
3350 Christ Church Church of England Primary School 60 51.8 78.3 26.5
2103 Denton Community School 22 60.7 81.8 21.1
2167 Elphinstone Community School 31 54.8 64.5 9.7
3028 Forest Row Church of England Primary School 41 64.9 60.0 -4.9
2000 Heron Park Community Primary School 42 N/A 61.9 -
2110 Hoddern Junior School 59 41.8 69.0 27.2
2170 Hollington Primary School 40 46.3 90.0 43.7
3335 Holy Cross Church Of England Primary School 17 90.0 82.4 -7.6
3035 Hurst Green Church of England Primary School 12 85.0 83.3 -1.7
2168 King Offa Primary School 41 64.4 70.7 6.3
2113 Marshlands Primary School 21 38.9 42.9 4.0
2153 Meridian Primary School 56 62.5 55.4 -7.1
2076 Park Mead Primary School 13 27.3 84.6 57.3
2160 Parkside Community Primary School 30 86.2 96.7 10.5
3094 Pells Church of England Primary School 18 25.0 50.0 25.0
3050 Pevensey and Westham CE Primary School 59 66.1 71.2 5.1
2082 Punnetts Town Community Primary School 13 44.4 100.0 55.6
2121 Red Lake Community Primary School 33 58.6 57.6 -1.0
3364 Rye Community Primary School 33 66.7 66.7 0.0
2120 Sandown Primary School 59 45.6 66.1 20.5
2053 Sidley Community Primary School 19 57.1 68.4 11.3
3321 Sir Henry Fermor Church of England Primary School 61 72.1 77.0 4.9
3040 South Malling Church of England Primary School 24 64.3 66.7 2.4
2106 Southdown Junior School 58 65.4 58.6 -6.8
3326 St Mary the Virgin Church of England Primary School 19 50.0 84.2 34.2
3340 St Mary's Catholic Primary School 25 88.0 80.0 -8.0
3342 St Pancras Catholic Primary School 16 60.0 75.0 15.0
3338 St Peter and St Paul Church of England Primary School 57 53.2 77.2 24.0
2145 Stafford Junior School 90 64.1 81.1 17.0
2088 Telscombe Cliffs Community Primary School 80 62.5 67.5 5.0
3063 Ticehurst and Flimwell CE Primary School 19 53.3 78.9 25.6
3081 Wadhurst Church of England Primary School 36 65.9 86.1 20.2
2124 West St Leonards Community Primary School 59 57.9 61.0 3.1
2101 White House Primary School 11 43.8 72.7 28.9

East Sussex Directly Supported Schools 1460 61 71 10
East Sussex  4949 72 77 5

National - 74 80 6

Source: Data, Research & Information Team 

2012 KS2 provisional results for East Sussex schools directly supported by 
Standards & Learning Effectiveness Service
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Appendix 4a

% of pupils gaining GCSE A*- C and in English and maths for each school

2012 results are provisional only - final results may change significantly

School 
DfE 
no.

No. of 
Candidates

% 
English 

C or 
above

 % 
Maths C 

or 
above

FFT Model 
B % A*-C in 

English

FFT Model 
D % A*-C in 

English

FFT Model 
B % A*-C in 

Maths

FFT Model 
D % A*-C in 

Maths

Beacon Community College 4026 231 75.8 72.3 73.8 77.4 68.6 72.7

Bexhill High School 4044 302 57.9 55.6 64.4 68.3 57.0 61.0

Chailey School 4042 161 75.8 71.4 83.9 86.3 78.4 81.5

Claverham Community College 4025 234 76.5 88.9 84.8 87.3 79.7 82.8

Hailsham Community College 4027 203 70.0 74.9 72.9 76.2 66.4 70.0

Heathfield Community College 4028 232 73.7 79.7 82.0 85.0 77.1 80.5

Helenswood School 4055 212 72.2 71.2 76.2 79.6 60.0 64.4

Peacehaven Community School 4000 174 48.9 71.8 67.7 71.6 59.9 64.1

Priory School 4047 228 78.9 78.9 77.2 80.0 71.7 75.1

Ratton School 4063 235 45.1 73.2 65.0 68.8 60.2 64.4

Ringmer Community College 4041

Robertsbridge Community College 4035 119 51.3 82.4 71.4 74.9 67.3 71.0

Rye College 4045 139 54.7 74.1 64.9 68.8 58.7 63.3

Seaford Head Community College 4036 188 71.3 74.5 75.3 78.6 69.6 73.3

St Richard's Catholic College 4606 198 75.8 88.9 74.5 77.7 68.4 72.0

The Bishop Bell Church Of England School 4610 203 79.3 72.4 64.7 68.6 59.1 63.2

The Causeway School 4074 113 69.9 61.1 50.2 54.4 43.9 48.3

The Cavendish School 4064 201 76.6 73.6 68.6 72.2 63.4 67.3

The Eastbourne Academy 6905 122 65.6 53.3 46.1 50.4 39.2 43.6

The Hastings Academy 4612 144 63.2 50.7 57.0 61.4 48.0 52.1

The St Leonards Academy 4611 274 57.3 54.4 57.4 61.5 51.0 55.3

Tideway School 4046 103 45.6 57.3 54.0 58.2 46.8 51.3

Uckfield Community Technology College 4037 261 72.4 83.5 81.5 84.4 76.9 80.4

Uplands Community College 4038 157 91.1 63.7 83.2 85.9 77.6 80.8

William Parker Sports College 4500 222 35.6 55.4 58.8 63.1 59.0 63.4

Willingdon Community School 4039 189 68.8 78.8 70.8 74.6 64.1 68.3

East Sussex 5066 65.0 69.8

National* 561348 66.4 69.1

Data sources:
2012 school and East Sussex data exported from DfE 5/10/2012.
FFT data exported from FFT Live 4/9/2012.
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Appendix 5b

This report contains the new 2010 accredited BTECs

DfE no. School/College Name
Total BTEC 

National 
Awards

% * % D % M % P

4026 Beacon Community College 52 9.6% 25.0% 53.8% 11.5%

4027 Hailsham Community College 51 23.5% 15.7% 27.5% 33.3%

4028 Heathfield Community College 6 33.3% 50.0% 0.0% 16.7%

4055 Helenswood School 21 47.6% 23.8% 14.3% 14.3%

4041 Ringmer Community College

4037 Uckfield Community Technology College 10 40.0% 20.0% 20.0% 20.0%

4038 Uplands Community College 1 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0%

4500 William Parker Sports College 6 33.3% 0.0% 33.3% 33.3%

School Sixth Form Totals 149 24.2% 21.5% 32.9% 21.5%

8300 Plumpton College 106 13.2% 3.8% 13.2% 69.8%

8005 Sussex Coast College Hastings 200 20.0% 8.5% 27.5% 44.0%

8009 Sussex Downs College 767 32.3% 14.6% 25.6% 27.5%

FE College Totals 1,073 28.1% 12.4% 24.7% 34.8%

8602 Bexhill 6th Form College 64 12.5% 4.7% 6.3% 76.6%

East Sussex Overall 1,286 26.9% 13.4% 24.7% 35.3%

National (schools & FE sector)2

Notes

2 National benchmarking figures not yet available

Results for Helenswood School and William Parker Sports College are reported separately, although in practice they 
operate a single 6th Form

2011-12

These qulifications are graded D= Distinction, M= Merit and P= Pass

Results of all 1 BTEC Certficiates and Subsidiary Diplomas for 16-18 year olds 
taken in the academic year  2011/12

1 This data includes all BTEC Certficiates and Subsidiary Diplomas taken in the shown academic year, as long as the 
following conditions are met:
   - The pupil was aged 16, 17 or 18 at the start of the academic year
   - The pupil did not also take a BTEC National Certificate or BTEC National Diploma in the same subject in the same 
academic year.

Children's Services: Data, Research and Information Team Report Date: 18th October 2012
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